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A Clinical Sociology of Yoseba :

concerning the construction of the “homeless problem”

NISHIDA Shinpei®

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to manifest an assignment of Clinical Sociology focused
on Yoseba, and to examine what it signifies in the field of research. The author examines a
process of change in relation between the author as researcher and the object of research. Social
problems are socially constructed. On the basis of this construction, there are two approaches to
studies of Yoseba, that is one standpoint of constructing discrimination problems and another
standpoint of deconstructing of problem construction by power. Then can a researcher represent
the voice of the person concerned in a homeless problem? The author deliberates what clinical
cases can tell us. It is a proper reality of marginal man, and their interaction in everyday life.
But, an adequacy of the details is tested on the basis of a researcher undertaking a relation of
power in research. By examination of these aspects, the author shows that one role of Clinical
Sociology is to entertain radical doubts about our everyday life, and to be involved in clinical

cases.

Keywords: Yoseba, clinical sociology, constructionism, involvement code, stranger, marginal

man, unintended consequences
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