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Preservation Activities of a Folk Performing Art and the Problems in Successor Training
—Case study about the preservation activities of “Rokusai-nenbutsu” in Kyoto, Japan

AIHARA Susumub

Abstract: The purpose of this article is to reveal relations between a city and its culture through
a case study about preservation activities connected with the folk performing art Rokusai-nen-
butsu (a traditional Buddhist drum - music and dance) that is preserved in Kyoto, Japan. In this
research, I want to focus on the problems in successor training that constitute the most impor-
tant subject in this activity, and analyze these problems by revealing the relations between the
residents’ life and the city as the place where they live. To analyze these problems, three view-
points are brought up: first, urbanization as a transition of this area from rural to city due to
industrialization, second, the consciousness of the participants, third, the gap in consciousness
between each generation of the participants.

The following facts are revealed through this research: people who have been active in this
preservation activity for many years were made to participate compulsorily, and they regard the
merit system in evaluation of the art. But members of the successive generation can participate
in this activity freely, and they are asking for mental sufficiency. And people who help with the
training for the successive generation demand equalitarianism in the treatment of the succes-
sive generations in evaluation of the art.

From these viewpoints, it is revealed that the problems in the preserving activity occurred due

to relevance, not individually.

Keywords: folk performing arts, urbanization, compulsive participation, mental sufficiency,

merit system, equalitarianism
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