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A Challenge in Approaching Contemporary Japanese Society (1):
Exploration from Sociological Viewpoints

11IDA Tetsuya®

Abstract: To discuss contemporary Japanese society from sociological viewpoints, attention
should be paid not only to the historical transformation and present situation of Japanese soci-
ety but also to the future prospects of society. Based on this viewpoint, the first part of my two-
volume paper examines Japan’s post-war reconstruction and rapid-growth economy. To deal
with Japan’s post-war recovery, a focus is placed on the basic characteristics of the “democrati-
zation” policy that played an important role in Japan’s post-war reforms. Regarding the rapid
economic growth of the country, consideration is given to how to approach the changes in
Japanese society, with emphasis on the comprehensive national development plans made by the
government. In general, my challenge is to adapt my sociological theory to recognition of pre-

sent-day realities of Japanese society.

Keywords: social transformation, post-war reforms, democracy, structuring, totalization, psycho-

logical requirements
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