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Structure of “ON”

— A problem of non-contractual factors in contract —

SATO Yoshikazu®

Abstract: In this paper the author would like to make an interpretation of structure of ON (grat-
itude) in special reference to the problem of <habits of the heart>. ON as a kind of “habits of the
heart” should be comparatively examined under the structural context of human interaction in
terms of “mutuality”
would like to make a comparison of Kikuchi-Kan's short story, “ON WO KAESU HANASHI” (a

story of repaying obligation) with Grimm'’s fairy tale, “a frog king”. These two novels are subject-

reciprocity” and “interdependence” of two or more actors. The author

ed to examine under the light of phenomenological analysis, according to which 1) any story
should be read from its hero’s point of view and 2) any story should be read from its narrative
structure ( that means making sense of story from a structural frame of reference; ' ‘under what
situation’ did ‘who’ do ‘what’ ‘to whom'’ and so forth.).

In summary: through his critical scrutiny of the above mentioned stories, the author could
make clear at least the following three points:
1) It is under the non-contractual situation where a hero can not but assume an asymmetrical
interdependence that one will often be apt to find such a person like a JINBEI type, that is, the
type of actor whose action is motivated by a certain imposed and passive relevance to his part-
ner. A lot of narratives of this type will be found in Japanese fairy tales.
2) On the contrary, it is under the contractual situation where a hero conforms to a symmetrical
interdependence that one will be apt to find such a figure like a frog king, that is, the type of
actor whose action is motivated by a certain intrinsic and active relevance to his partner. In
most cases of Grimm'’s fairy tales one can find this type of story.
3) The narrative about <non-contractual world> will be mostly relevant to a meaning-constitu-
tions depicted by ON-gratitude-receiver, while the narratives about <contractual world>, by ON-
gratitude-donor.

The author suggests here that we can come in sight into the secret of forming <habits of the
heart> by turning our attention to a phenomenological-structural analysis of human interac-
tions.

Keywords: structure of ON (gratitude), habits of the heart, mutuality, interdependence, reci-
procity, human interaction, Kikuchi-Kan, Grimm’s fairy tale, narrative structure,
contract vs. non-contract, symmetrical vs. asymmetrical
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