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Investigation into “KES Environmental Management System [ Standard”
and companies’ behavior under KES

SASAKI Akio”
WADA Takeshit =

Abstract: To build a sustainable Society, it is essential to take action towards environmental
conservation in the business sector. For this, it is effective to establish the Environmental Management
System (EMS), and EMS is required to become prevalent in Medium-sized and smaller companies that
exist in many parts of Japan. This paper showed the outlines and present figures of “KESO
Environmental Management System [ Standard (KES)” that was created by “MIYAKO agenda 21
forum” in Kyoto city. And with analysis based on questionnaires to those companies, this paper clarified
that KES accreditation was mainly acquired by medium-sized and smaller companies, that their reasons
and motivations were “high cost of acquiring ISO14001” and “to be set up with Green Procurement
Criteria for doing business”, and that as the effect of acquiring KES, they achieved “saving of costs”,
“reduction of environmental impacts”, “improving employee’s awareness of environmental issues” and

so on. Also this review revealed that in KES, it was significant in the social role of popularizing EMS

among the medium-sized and smaller companies that had trouble in acquiring ISO14001 accreditation.

Keywords: Sustainable Society, Environmental Management System, Environmental, Conservation

Activities, ISO14001, KES, Green Procurement Criteria
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