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The Process of Development of Baseball (Sports) Events Held by
Newspapers Based in Tokyo and Osaka
—From 1910 through 1925—

NISHIHARA Shigeki®

Abstract: This paper sets out to review the process of development of baseball (sports) events held by
newspapers based in Tokyo and Osaka from 1910 through 1925, and thereby to question generally-held
opinions about the acceptance and popularization of baseball in Japan. From the end of the Meiji era to
the Taisho era, when newspaper management policy changed considerably, The Osaka Asahi Shinbun
and The Osaka Mainichi Shinbun, both of which were based in Osaka and made a great economic leap,
promoted baseball (sports) events more enthusiastically than those based in Tokyo, closely linked with
the private railway companies in the Kansai area which were making a remarkable development known
as the “Private Railways Kingdom.” It seems that these movements made by both newspapers were
greatly influenced by the rising popular inclination toward mass leisure in the Kansai area, which
seems to have been heightened following the 5% National Industrial Exhibition (1903). Both the
newspapers tried to report on a series of events for pleasure in order to popularize baseball, which was
previously almost unknown to the public. This seems to suggest that baseball in Japan was gradually
accepted and took root among the public as a highly pleasurable mass culture, which is contradictory to
the generally accepted opinion that in the process of its widespread acceptance in Japan, baseball was
robbed of its pleasurableness and forced to change into something spiritual and oriented toward only

winning a victory.

Keywords: baseball (sports) events, the differences between Tokyo and Osaka, the tie-up between the
newspapers and private railway companies based in Osaka, pleasurableness, the

acceptance and popularization of baseball.
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