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Preservation Activities of Folk Performing Arts in a Depopulated Country
Area-Case Study about the Preservation Activities of
“Ojigahata-Kanko-odori” in Shiga, Japan

ATHARA Susumu”

Abstract: The purpose of this article is to reveal relations between a region and its culture through a
case study about preservation activities connected with the folk performing arts “Ojigahata-kanko-
odori” (a traditional rain dance) that is preserved in Ojigahata, Taga-town, Shiga, Japan. Ojigahata area
is a colony located at the foot of Suzuka mountain range. It is necessary to cross two peaks to arrive at
the colony from the central part of Taga. Up to 1990, it was very difficult to reach there because of
falling stones after rain. And in winter, the snowdrifts blocked the way.

However, by development of industry in Shiga, and maintenance of the transportation network which
leads to Ojigahata area, the life of residents was much changed. And the dance also could not but
change because of its performers’ lives were changed.

In this research, I reveal how the dance changed because of performers’ life changes, and I want to

observe relation with organizations in this area and the changes which took place in the exterior.

Keywords: performing art, life, milieu, local organizations
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