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A “Free-riders and Its Countermeasures” Model of Growth
and Decline of the Buraku Liberation Movement in Japan

HASUDA Osamu *

Abstract: The aim of this article is to explain the changes of agencies and tactics of the social
movement regarding the “free-riders and its countermeasures” model. The discussion is limited to
one successful city social movement in Japan, namely, the Buraku Liberation Movement, which
has significantly changed the living environments of Buraku areas through liaisons with the
government services for the solution of the Buraku problem. The strength of this movement is its
measures against free-riders, which is the resource allocation mechanism. However, one solution
for one freeriders problem turns into a “seedbed” in which another free-riders problem arises.
Our “freeriders and its countermeasures” model can assist in understanding how a chain of
problems and solutions of freeriders changes the resource allocation mechanism of social

movement agencies, and how the social movement grows and declines.

Keywords: freeriders problem, Buraku Liberation Movement, government services for the
solution of the Buraku problem, renewal program of housing districts, discriminated

community
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