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Building Partnerships for Disabled Children’s Medical Care
and Education in China.
The relationship between the government, voluntary groups
and international corporations

Zhao Meiming *

Abstract: In 2001, China took its first survey concerning disabled children aged 0 to 6.
Concerning the life condition of preschool children I noticed two problems with their medical care
and education. First, basic public service to these disabled children is not maintained well.
Second, as a result, the children’s medical care and education is still taken care of by their
families with no government system to support them.

Using this report as a clue to the true nature of conditions in China I will focus on the
relationship of 1) medical care and education policy, 2) volunteer service, and 3) international
cooperation.

The problem concerning the medical care and education for disabled children is that the
relationship between the government policy makers, the in-country volunteer groups and
international assistance groups is dysfunctional.

The root reason for this strange relationship is caused by the Chinese government which has
not taken the responsibility for the disabled children’s medical care and education in the past.

Therefore, the solution is for government policy makers to make better policies; the in-country
volunteer sector to be a social movement with a political role; and international assistance groups
need to use their knowledge and experience to cooperate with the Chinese government and
volunteer groups in China.

To build the partnership between these three actors is a very important issue regarding the

development of services to disabled children.

Keywords: ryoiku issues, goverment, volunteer service, international cooperation, social movement
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