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Concerning Assertions that Baseball (Sports) Has Major Educational
Significance and Advantage, Made in Articles Associated with
the Koshien Baseball Tournaments from the 1910s through the Early 1930s
— Analysis of editorials etc. of The Osaka Asahi Shinbun
and The Osaka Mainichi Shinbun —

NISHIHARA Shigeki *

Abstract: Through previous works on the process of the foundation and development of the
Koshien Baseball Tournaments, it has been pointed out that The Osaka Asahi Shinbun and The
Osaka Mainichi Shinbun as their promoters tried to introduce into those tournament events some
stoic principles mainly formed and observed by baseball club members of the Principal High
School in Tokyo and Waseda University and Keio University, deliberately developing them as
events where much importance is attached to spiritualistic aspects and group / team spirit. In
fact, such phrases as ‘Shuyo’ (cultivation of mind and body), ‘Tanren’ (discipline), and
‘sportsmanship’ were frequently used in such articles in those newspapers from the 1910s
through the early 1930s, emphasizing that baseball (sports) is of great significance and advantage
educationally. But so far, efforts to assess or appreciate those series of assertions in the light of
then social and cultural context and tensions have been insufficiently thorough. This paper sets
out to analyze the social context and accompanying tensions which The Osaka Asahi and The
Osaka Mainichi must have encountered in the process of promotion and administration of the
tournaments through analysis of the articles of those newspapers, and concretely, to study a
variety of troubles that must have accompanied the baseball games at that time and the presence

of some educational authorities concerned who flatly denied the educational value of baseball.

Keywords: the Koshien Baseball Tournaments, leading articles, educational significance and
advantage, victory-oriented team mind, the educational authorities concerned, the
value of popular entertainment, a theory of self-objective values (namely, baseball is

for its own and player’s own sake).

* Ph.D. Candidate, Graduate School of Sociology, Ritsumeikan University



