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A Study on P. C. W. Beuth and the Establishment of ‘Verein zur
Beforderung des Gewerbefleilles zu Preul3en’

MIYASHITA Shinkichi *

Abstract: ‘Verein zur Beforderung des Gewerbefleifles zu Preullen’ was established in 1821 by a
young Prussian bureaucrat P. C. W. Beuth (1781-1853) for the purpose of the encouragement of
industry.

It is known that in the 1820s in order to encourage industry Germany introduced not only
machinery, but also a factory system from Britain, which was close to the end of the Industrial
Revolution at that time. This Society immediately after establishment had to dispel people’s
suspicion of machines and the factory system and had to obtain a social agreement on the
significance of machines and the factory system. A Fellow of this Society, G. J. C. Kunth (1757~
1829) confected ‘the Enemy of Machines’ in his paper on ‘Advantages and Disadvantages of
Machines in the Factory’ (1824), and the President of this Society, Beuth by his famous paper
‘Glasgow’ (1824) made a detailed, on the spot report of the innovation of the cotton industry in
Scotland, especially in Glasgow, and showed undoubtedly that Prussia lagged far behind Britain in
regard to the introduction of machinery and factory systems.

In the social history of sciences, it is also known that Imperial Germany took the Lead in the
organisation of sciences in the latter half of the 19th Century. For Example Physikalisch-
Technische Reichsanstalt (PTR) was established in 1887 as the first national physical Laboratory
in the world. Historically, it is a starting point of PTR that ‘the Union of Enterprisers and
Scientists’ was emphasized and the technical application of science to industry was begun

systematically within this Society.

Keywords: Verein zur Beforderung des GewerbefleiBes zu Preullen, P. C. W. Beuth, G. J. C.
Kunth, encouragement of industry, machinery and the factory system, advantages and

disadvantages of machines in the factory, Glasgow, organisation of sciences.
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