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Medical Care Reformation in 2006 and Introduction of Market System
of Medical Care in Japan

SHIBATA Hideaki *

Abstract: This paper examines the consequences of the Medical Care Reformation Bill proposed
in the Regular Session of the Diet in 2006, a Bill that if passed, will look at introducing a semi-free
market or free market system of medical care into Japan, leading to the possibility of drastic
reforms to the Medical Insurance System that has been maintained since 1962. To begin with, it
analyses the Bill and asks whether it is necessary to drastically reform the present medical
system by comparing it to other OECD countries. Next, it examines the background behind the
proposal for a semifree market medical care system and the problems that may occur. In
addition, it clearly shows there are problematic aspects of the Bill through speculating just what
affect that the introduction of a market system of medical care will have on the populace. Finally,
it shows just how detrimental the introduction of a free market system of medical care will be to
this country by referring the United States — the only other developed country to employ a free

market system of medical care.

Keywords: medical insurance for all people, national medical insurance card, free market system

of medical care, deregulation, elder medical care system, medical corporation
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