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Learning Media Literacy in the Community
—Through Analysis of the Case in Z district, X city, Osaka Prefecture

NISHIMURA Hisako *

Abstract: This paper examines how people can deepen their understandings and expand activities
on media literacy, through the practice of media literacy activities in community in Z district, X
city in Osaka prefecture. Key findings from the analysis are as follows-1) In Z district, they started
media literacy activities to address the issues raised by the realities faced by children in the
community, and the activities have evolved from a media literacy course into an annual learning
course, media analyses/surveys, coursework at a junior high school, and the launch of new
research projects. 2) It was the recognition among people of the importance of enabling
communications through media literacy activities, that had lead to these developments. 3) We can
point out that the factors that contribute to empowerment of people who participate in the
learning activities for media literacy are — that there is equity among people in the leaning
activities, that the activities are sustainable, and that the leaning activities are built through day-to-
day efforts, throughout the media literacy activities in the community. The media literacy efforts
at Z district are still ongoing, and the developments hereafter should be examined in a separate

study.

Keywords: media literacy, empowerment through media literacy, media literacy workshop, critical

reading, audience, media literacy activities in community
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