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Active Audiences and Media Literacy:
The GMMP as a Motivating Factor in Media Literacy Activities in Japan.

TOMARU Asuka *

Abstract: In traditional media research, the study of representation, what is reconstructed and
represented by media, has been the main focus. Recently, the presence of the audience, who
receive and interpret information from media, has been emphasized. Moreover, what is required
in media literacy to bring out the activeness of the audience is becoming an issue. This paper is
based on an analysis of the Global Media Monitoring Project, the GMMP, and media literacy
activities. It explores the conditions for bringing out the activeness of the audience in media
literacy. Firstly, the process by which the eleven Japanese monitoring groups who participated in
the GMMP carried out their activities is analysed. From the analysis it can seen that the creation
of a network helps to facilitate monitoring group activities, and produces active participation and
independent study. Secondly, one of the Japanese GMMP monitoring groups, the Akita Citizens’
Media Forum, is presented as a case study to show the factors contributing to the continuation of
media literacy activities by monitoring groups. This paper focuses on the way members participate
in this monitoring group and their motivations. Based on the findings of this research, it argues
that dialogue which includes a variety of perspectives is an important condition for bringing out

the activeness of the audience.

Keywords: media literacy, active audiences, empowerment, gender, Global Media Monitoring

Project (GMMP), networking.
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