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Bibliographic Review on Social Networks of Elderly People:
Analysis of Structural Characteristics of Their Social Networks

TOGASHI Hitomi *

Abstract: This paper conducts a bibliographic review to sum up findings from previous studies
and analyze the structure of the social networks that elderly people develop. In terms of structural
characteristics, studies conducted thus far can be divided into two types: studies with focus on
elderly people’s personal relationships with others and those on the development of their social
networks. This paper discusses the structural characteristics of interpersonal relationships of the
elderly by classifying the scope of their social networks under the three chief groups of Kkin,
neighbors and friends.

Elderly people’s personal relationships with their kin structurally feature a strong bond in terms
of biology and social system, demonstrating strong group dynamics. Their relationships within the
neighborhood are characterized by geographical proximity and direct interactions. A main
structural characteristic of their relationships with friends is ties based on choice and emotion. In
previous studies on the elderly’s social networks, elderly people were viewed as those supported
by their families. A future challenge is to assess the current status of the social networks that

elderly people develop from the perspective of the active aspects of the elderly.

Keywords: elderly people, social networks, structure, characteristic, bibliographic review
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