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An Aspect of Visual Media during the 1920s:
The Earth Smiles and the Representation of Chosen

YANG Insil *

Abstract: The Earth Smiles, which first appeared as a newspaper serial, won the right to be filmed
in 1923 under the sponsorship of Osaka Asahi Shimbun. In addition to the fact that the film was
jointly produced by major Japanese film companies, it should also be noted that it was the first
film based on a novel presenting a Chosen character as protagonist. Another point that should not
be ignored is that the novel’s serialization was not completed before it was made into a film, and
its serialization continued in tandem with the filming process.

In this thesis, I have analyzed Osaka Asahi Shimbun, especially focusing on its movie columns
where a variety of film reviews from readers were carried. By analyzing the reviews coming from
both Imperial Japan and its colonies, I have concluded that the movie columns played a role of
providing its readers with visual pleasure by relating the printed media to the visual media.
Creating such visual pleasure, the movie columns masked the disparities between Imperial Japan

and its colonies.

Keywords: 1920s, Osaka Asahi Shimbun, Chosen, The Earth Smiles, newspaper serial, smooth space
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