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The significance and challenge of community empowerment policy
on neighborhood renewal in England

IWAMITSU Kenji *

Abstract: In the context of regeneration, there is discussion about the importance of local
governance in which partnership composed of various stakeholders is a key element. In Japan,
some local governments have made community welfare plans since the social welfare law was
revised in 2000, in which community involvement was emphasized. However, although decision-
making such as the development of community welfare plans involves some problems concerning
power balance, it has not been sufficiently discussed yet. Unless action is taken to address the
imbalance of power, the marginalized are further excluded. In this paper, I have attempted to
analyze policy concerning community empowerment in relation to neighborhood renewal in
England and searched for some challenge about partnership policy on neighborhood renewal in
England as the central government have published ‘A New Commitment to Neighbourhood
Renewal; National Strategy Action Plan’ in which they have committed to community

empowerment.

Keywords: regeneration, local governance, partnership, power balance, community empowerment
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