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The Japanese-Paraguayan Community and “NIKKEI JOURNAL”
— Focusing on the succession of Japanese-Paraguayan generations
from Issei to Nisei and the transfiguration of the local Community —

YABU Kotaro *

Abstract: The group emigration of Japanese to Paraguay began in 1936, reaching its 70™
anniversary in 2006. The local Japanese-Paraguayan community of approximately 6,000 people is
linked by a strong network based on the Japanese language, and various events which take place
at each settlement remain strong reminders of “Japanese-ness”. Meanwhile, the “NIKKEI
JOURNAL”, the only Japanese newspaper in Paraguay, rewards broad expectations in the Japanese-
Paraguayan community by picking up the recent situation of each settlement in detail, while also
reporting Paraguayan civil affairs with an international outlook. On that point, this newspaper has
the function of consolidating the Japanese-Paraguayan community network. But, the conventional
network has been changing gradually with the succession of generations from Issei to Nisei. The
“NIKKEI JOURNAL” is also necessitated to review its own place under the transfiguration of the

basis of this community.

Keywords: Japanese-Paraguayan community, “NIKKEI JOURNAL”, the Japanese language and

“Japanese-ness”, succession of generations, transfiguration of the local community

* Ph.D. Candidate, Graduate School of Sociology, Ritsumeikan University



