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A Study on E. Reuleaux and the Evolution
of Verein zur Beforderung des GewerbefleilSes’
— From the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia
to German empire patent law and global market development —

MIYASHITA Shinkichi *

Abstract: In the wake of German unification, or the creation of the German empire, Verein zur
Beforderung des GewerbefleifSes zu PreufSer’ (established in 1821) amended its bylaws in 1875. (Its
name was also changed to the Verein zur Beforderung des Gewerbefleiffes’) Under the leadership of
F. Reuleaux, editor of the association’s bulletins, radical changes were brought about in the
association between the late 1870s and 1880s.

Major driving forces behind the rapid evolution of the association were the Centennial
Exposition held in Philadelphia, USA in 1876 and a “letter from Philadelphia” written by Reuleaux
about the Exposition, as well as his questions raised at an association meeting held in October of
the same year about the quality of German products, which were notorious for being “cheap and
nasty.” In response, the association made fresh efforts with focus on two fronts.

The first challenge was to formulate the German patent law (German empire patent law of May
1877) modeled on the US patent system, and to disseminate the law. Between 1879 and 1892, the
association presented in its bulletins more than 30 research papers (a total of well over 2,000
pages) concerning the situation with regard to patent acquisition by area under the title of
“Objective Assessment of Patents Granted in Germany,” making it one of the association’s greatest
achievements.

Following the collapse of the bubble economy in 1873, Germany faced harsh economic
conditions, including stiff competition from the UK and the rising US, and changes in tariff policy.
Under such severe circumstances, the other important challenge of the association was to identify
issues confronting individual industries in Germany and cultivate the global market. To that end,
H. Wedding, the association’s new editor, played a leading role in the presentation of a total of 18
papers under the title of “Report on Economic Policy in the German Industry” in the association
bulletins between 1881 and 1885. Those efforts largely contributed to bouncing back from a sharp

decrease in the membership of the association, leading it to a successful reform.

Keywords: reform of Verein zur Beforderung des Gewerbefleies’, F. Reuleaux, “letter from
Philadelphia”, “Objective Assessment of Patents”, H. Wedding, “Report on Economic

Policy in the German Industry”
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