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Reconsideration of Methods of The Polish Peasant
in Europe and America

HOGETSU Makoto *

Abstract: The mainstream of modern sociology is methodologically variable-oriented approach or
hypothesis-deduction style research. When we read Thomas and Znaniecki’s, The Polish Peasant in
Europe and America, we can find out another possibility of sociological method. Their method is
as follows:
(1) They give descriptions and explanations on becoming-processes of the social world in the
narrative style that focuses on actions of actors, social situation and events.
(2) They use actively many explanation styles like Actor’s definition of situation and social
mechanisms to explain the processes of the social world.
(3) They try to induce abstract propositions from concrete case study. The close research
colleagues apply propositions to their research and verify them.
An active research group practicing these methods was The Chicago School of Sociology.

We need to evaluate The Chicago School from this point of view.

Keywords: Thomas and Znaniecki, the Chicago School, narrative
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