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The Perspectives and Methods of Japanese Performing Arts Studies in Japan

AIHARA Susumu *

Abstract: The purpose of this article is to study the perspectives and methods of Japanese
performing arts (Geino) studies from the view of the relations between human life and Japanese
performing arts. There are many experimental studies and research reports about Japanese
performing arts. And there are many methods in Japanese performing arts studies, but the best
method of study has not been decided. In this article, mainly, two methods are examined. One is
the method of historical studies called “environmental method (Kankyou-ron)”. It is based on
focusing on the environment around a performing art. Another is the method of the folklore
studies called “style method (Geitai-ron)”. It is used to focus on the style of a performing art.
These two methods have been considered to be conflicting. But in this article, it is proposed
that they are not in conflict, but they can support each other. As the result of these studies, they

can reveal the relations between a performing art, human life, and the environment around it.

Keywords: Performing arts, human life, environment, style
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