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Review about Generation of Professional Wrestling
in Initial Japan in Postwar Days:
The development of a Pro Judo in 1950’s

SHIOMI Shunichi *

Abstract: After World War II, professional wrestling became a mass entertainment remaining up
to the present time in Japan, but, regarding the generation process of professional wrestling in
Japan, the influence of Rikidozan and television have been emphasized till now, and other factors
are insufficiently emphasized. In this study, I research the process of formation, activities and
termination of Pro Judo by the Kokusai Judo Kyoukai, organized by centering on judo athletes in
1950, then considered about one side of the approval of the professional wrestling in Japan. Pro
Judo was formed as a mass entertainment by a tie-up with other mass entertainments like cinema
and music shows, with a change of the rules for the purpose of showing judo matches to
spectators. Pro Judo had direct human continuity with professional wrestling. My results suggest
the following hypotheses: <1> A direct continuity of Pro Judo to professional wrestling was a
circuit that imported professional wrestling technique from foreign countries. <2> There was a
possibility that exhibition events by Kokusai Judo Kyoukai and professional judo athletes
performed when Kokusai Judo Kyoukai had collapsed laid the groundwork for the spread of
professional wrestling in Japan. In other words, in postwar days, some Budo (Japanese Martial
arts) and Budo artists started to spread a mass entertainment that played a constant role in the

approval of mass entertainment in Japan, though it was only for a very short period.

Keywords: postwar Japan, mass entertainment, Pro Judo, professional wrestling, judo
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