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Schutz’s Theory of Language and Egological Approach:
‘Identity and Society in Narrative’ Reconsidered

SATO Yoshikazu *

Abstract: In December of 2004 at Tokyo Gakugei University, under the auspices of the
Shakaikagaku Kisoron Kenkyukai, a meeting was held for joint reviews of the present writer’s
book, Identity and Society in Narrative (2004, K6y6shob6). On that occasion I received many
valuable critical comments on my above-mentioned book from several commentators including
Prof. Tomohiko Asano, Prof. Hironao Hrie and others. Mr. H often requested me thereafter to
offer some reply in good earnest to them. As such is the case, I have all through concerned
myself about the matter of leaving my views open.

In this paper I would like to make some reconsideration of the same issues, taking into account
the problems which Profs Asano and Harie brought up at the meeting, that is, (1) the problem of
“intended two layers” existing in three different approaches, i.e, the problem concerning reality
construction of first order (the egological approach) against that of second order (the structural
approach and the actional approach) — Harie, and (2) the problem of interrelationship of ‘author’,
‘hero or heroine’ and ‘reader’ in the I-story — Asano. These are inescapable problems which one
must endeavor to make clear, if and in so far as one aims at approaching to ‘social reality within
a worldly self.

In this paper I pointed out that all the discussions concerning the problems of (1) and (2)
originated from the problem of symbolic functions of language. In another words, regardless of
whether we are concerned in ‘a speaking I', ‘a hearing I, ‘a writing I, or ‘a reading I’, we have to
take notice of the sui generis role of language (its nature of ‘intersubjectivity’) as ‘practical
knowledge of life world’ (I. Srubar), that is, as the base of culture, which mediates the
experiencing “I” (subjectivistic intuitionism) and the conceptualizing “I” (objectivistic positivism).
If we take either the stand that the speaking “I” is founded on the language as conception, or the
stand that the speaking “I” is based on the language as experience, we do not meet success in
affording a good foundation on the speaking “I”. Rather, the conceptionalizing “I” will be only
clarified when we return to the horizon on significance of the spoken words used by the speaking
“I”. And further we will find out that the significance of these spoken words is deeply anchored
into the ‘experience-connections’ of the experiencing “I”. Conversely, ‘amorphous’ experience of
the experiencing “I” finds its meaning only through the spoken words, and it is furthermore
formulated into the conception. As illustrated in this paper, the language functions as medium of
the circular movement of ‘experience’ and ‘conception’ in everyday life. Through language of the
third realm (A. Schutz) in life world, ‘conception’ of the (second) realm is unified (fused) into
‘experience’ of the first realm, and conversely, through language, experience develops into
conception.

Conclusion: Thus, firstly, the explanation of language in terms of genetic phenomenology
teaches us, I think, the indispensability of attaching basic significance to the egological approach of
narrative, on which the structural, the actional and other approach are founded (Harie’s problem).
And secondly, we must positively accept Asano’s proposal of making distinctions between two (or
three) types of narration, now that we have investigated Goethe’s ‘law of unification and
development’ of the poem. Only when we realize clearly the fundamental relation between act
(Handlung) and action (Handeln) of ‘writer’ and ‘reader’ respectively as “the actor” (I-
consciousness), we can understand the narration of a hero in a literary work as a problem of the
actor in ‘a drama within a drama’, which finds always a shape in nested boxes.

Keywords: experience, language, conception, hero + author - reader, forms of life, a speaking “I”,
genetic phenomenology
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