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The Problems of Japanese Economic Differentials and Poverty:
Searching for a Policy of Social Solidarity (First Half)

MATSUBA Masafumi *

Abstract: This paper contributes to the ongoing discussion regarding economic differentials and
poverty in Japan. It places this discussion in the context of the historical changes taking place in
the structure of modern capitalism, and offers a concrete analysis of economic differentials and
social solidarity policy in Japan. Following the country’s period of rapid economic growth, the
majority of Japanese people have been affluent, in the sense that they have been able to secure
the basic means of living, and they consist of an upper social strata, general employees, and the
self-employed. To solve the problems still faced by the poor minority, what is needed is the
pursuit of a social solidarity policy based on the formation of a new democratic majority consisting
of the poor, employees and the self-employed (then, inclusive of a part of the rich). How can this
be realized ? In this paper, I consider this complicated and difficult problem by examining
theoretically differentials, poverty, class and stratum, by analyzing the distribution of incomes and
assets in Japan, and by investigating the framework of the economic and social policy which can

contribute to the solution of the problems of poverty.

Keywords: differentials, poverty, economic inequality, solidarity, class, stratum, income, assets
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