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Possibilities and problems in the community empowerment system:
A case study concerning “an old project of social integration
measures practiced by Kyoto city”

TANI Ryoji *

Abstract: This study examined “the promoting business of community exchange” which is a
former project involving social integration measures practiced by Kyoto city and “the business for
learning and good contact” which took over from the old project as an antecedent of community
empowerment, and further analyzed institutional characteristics in order to show its potential and
its problems. This study focused on actual practice and effectiveness of businesses through a case
study of Minami-ku Kisshowin-gakku in Kyoto city, the area covered by that business. A
characteristic of this system is the philosophy of “dissolving discrimination due to forming a
community and getting to manage their businesses independently”, and its design as support
system with a high potential for realizing its philosophy.

This study proved the results of effectiveness in firstly arranging the form of community
organization in order to bind manpower, secondly, contributing to community leadership through
partnership experiences such as business management, and thirdly, expanding cooperative
organization and project contents through the partnership for community projects. But this study
also shows some problems. Firstly, there is no function to evaluate an accomplishment of
community-support organization and ensure that supporting contents are reasonable. Secondly,
because of unsuitable supporting businesses, it deviates from the proper purport and delays
solving the community problems, and thirdly, it doesn’t make the most of the potential of this

system.

Keywords: Social integration measures, Community activation, Community development by the

inhabitants participation, Community empowerment system, Pertnership

* Ph.D Candidate, Graduate School of Sociology, Ritsumeikan University



