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The Current State and Issues of Peace Education in South Korea

KIM Hye-ok *

Abstract: South Korea holds historical pain over the division of north and south, and the
contradictions and difficulties inherent in politics and society. This has brought about various non-
peaceful phenomena, such as direct violence and indirect violence (structural violence/ cultural
violence). Under these circumstances, the author was able to go ahead with research activities
while examining what genuine peace and peace education is appropriate in South Korea.

The purpose of this paper is to show the challenges of peace education in South Korea through
an examination of case studies of unification education, human rights education and democratic
civic education. Furthermore, this paper considers the current state and issues of peace education
in South Korea. It also discusses the education contents and orientation that South Korean peace
education should have.

As a result, the author came to recognize the importance of peace education and was convinced
through experience in the educational field that the nature of education has a significant effect on

human life.

Keywords: peace education, human rights education, democratic civic education, unification
education of peaceful intention, national human rights commission of Korea, peace

capacity, conflict resolution, critical thinking, non-violence.

* Ph.D. Candidate, Graduate School of Sociology, Ritsumeikan University



