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The Preservation and Amelioration of Korean Cinema

JANG Heayoung *

Abstract: This thesis considers how the South Korean government and its President Park-junghee
took control of the Korean Cinema of the 1960s. Park-junghee assumed control of the power in
1962 through the military coup, and his regime lasted for the next eighteen years. Under his
influence, the 1960s witnessed the birth of military dictatorship and the economic modernization
led by the government. The Korean Cinema Law took effect in 1962, right after the military coup,
seeking to stabilize the wobbling Korean cinema. From the governmental viewpoint, the primary
purpose of this law was the preservation and amelioration of the Korean film industries, while it
took on the meaning of the suppression and deterioration to contemporary film makers.
Preceding studies have focused on the negative impact of this law on contemporary Korean
Cinema by emphasizing that it triggered the deterioration of the Korean Cinema especially during
the 1970s. In contrast, this thesis aims to clarify how and why the Korean Cinema Law and its
revisions influenced on contemporary films by analyzing two films. In doing so, the final purpose
of this thesis is not only to deepen an understanding of the relationships between governmental
control and film contents, but also to clarify the limitation of the freedom of expression of

contemporary film makers.

Keywords: Korean film, Governmental Policy towards films, Movie industry, military dictatorship,

Korean Cinema Law, censorship
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