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Globalization and the Structure of Time-Consciousness
of the ‘Marginal-man’

SATO Yoshikazu *

Abstract: The title of this paper, ‘Globalization and the structure of time consciousness of the
marginal man’ derives from the suggestion of a participant in my class who insisted that, if and
when one would like to get some interesting ideas and to have a new approach to the
understanding of the cross-cultural realties of the contemporary world, one had better to adopt
seeing them from a triangular perspective involving the West, Asia (Japan) and Islam, rather than
making a comparison between the West and Asia, a very interesting suggestion! But how and
from what do I begin to set about such a huge problem? It might be possible for us to undertake
this, if we only limit ourselves to undertake a cross-cultural interpretation of the well-known works
of literature written by the authors of the non-Western countries. Fortunately, we have three
winners of the Nobel Prize for Literature, Yasunari Kawabata, Kenzaburd Oe, and Orhan Pamuk,
each of whom published interesting books entitled, in turn, Japan The Beautiful and Myself
(Kawabata), Japan The Ambiguous and Myself (Oe), and My Father’s Suitcase (Pamuk) which were
edited from their commemoration speeches at Stockholm. In this paper, we would like to take
especially notice of the different way of telling their “I” story which is based on different types of
time-consciousness, and tries to show, founded chiefly on the phenomenological-sociological
hermeneutic, the reason why they talked about their own I-story from a different time-perspective
(memory-oriented = Pamuk, original impression-oriented = Kawabata, and expectation-oriented =
Oe). And one word; concerning the analysis from the point of the Western cultural view, the
author has prepared an another paper in which he analyzed the inner time consciousness of St.
Augustine and ].J. Rousseau in their each works with the same title of the Confession, though he
could not but omit it for want of the number of sheets.

Content; I. The Problem (1) A ‘Triangular Perspective’ (2) The beginning of our Subject (3)
Finding out A Problem II. The Time Consciousness in the Narrative; (1) In the case of Japan The
Beautiful and Myself, (2) In the case of Japan The Ambiguous and Myself, (3) In the case of My
Father’s Suitcase (4) Summary Ill. The Culture of Hyusun — ‘Structure of Social World’ in the Novel
Istanbul (1) Novel of ‘everywhere, every time, as occasion calls’ (2) Hyusun as a Power of ‘Pathos’
of A Marginal-man Intellectual (3) Concluding Remarks

Keywords: language, culture, fact, meaning, original expression, memory-expectation, nunc -hic-sic

(now-here-so), marginal man
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