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The Development of Contemporary Reform for Decentralization
and Restructuring of Local Governments in the Post
“Heisei Municipal Merger”:

A Case Study of Josho Region and Ueda City in Nagano Prefecture

MIYASHITA Seishi *

Abstract: This essay examines the integral organization of local governments with a structure of
triple layers: the broader-based local government, the municipality, and the regionally
decentralized authority. The case of Ueda City and Chiisagata County in Nagano Prefecture is
examined, with a discussion of the practical development of contemporary reform for
decentralization. First, the features of broader-based local government and mergers of
municipalities under contemporary decentralization reform are examined, and three issues are
drawn out of this discussion: the “integrity of local society,” the numerous spatial layers in the
administrative organization, and the regional decentralization. These issues are examined with
regard to actual situations arising out of practical activities conducted by local governments and
societies. The actual situation of decentralization reform in Ueda City and Chiisagata County is
then addressed, focusing on the restructuring of local governments that was carried out for the
municipal merger. More specifically, the political and administrative features of the extended
association with the Ueda region, the discussion regarding the municipal merger in Ueda City and
Chiisagata County, and the changes and features of governance after restructuring of the local
government are clarified by focusing on the regional decentralization of the association of the
Ueda region and its central city of Ueda. Finally, the information obtained through writing of this
essay is comprehensively reviewed and issues for future studies of the regional decentralization of

Ueda City are presented.

Keywords: Contemporary reform for decentralization, broader-based local government, merger of

municipalities, regional decentralization
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