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A Possibility of Hypothesis Inference in Case-Studies:
Rethinking the Method of the Chicago School

HOGETSU Makoto *

Abstract: The Chicago School of Sociology has influenced social inquiry and developed many case-
study methods. Its representative approaches are the Naturalistic Approach by Herbert Blumer,
Analytic Induction, Grounded Theory, the Extended Case Method and Tricks of the Trade by
Howard Becker. These methods have contributed to the elaboration of qualitative research
techniques, but these seem not to have deepened philosophical argument in social science
inquiries. The purpose of this paper is to review these methods critically and to reconsider how
we can infer an accurate hypothesis in a case-study. My philosophical grounding concerning case-
studies is based on pragmatism, specifically G.H. Mead’s Philosophy of the Act. My assertion is
that any hypothesis is not only discovered by careful observation of a concrete case, but also
created by a problem-solving act with the imaginative abduction that makes it possible to infer the
crossreference of act and social context. The hypothesis also needs to be embedded in narrative
explaining the existing world. The validity of this social inquiry is not judged on scientific
standard test but on a criterion of how its hypothesis provides useful suggestions for actors to

make sense of social reality.

Keywords: inference of hypothesis, case-study, G.H. Mead, pragmatism
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