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A Critical Analysis of Film Commissions’ Discourses in the 2000s

NAGAHASHI Tamesuke *, KAMIYA Masako **, MIYANISHI Etsuko ***

Abstract: This article deals with film commissions established in this decade in Japan: non-profit
public organizations that help film crews to find locations and obtain shooting permits so that
filming can be accomplished smoothly and the quality of the work is improved. We analyze some
discourses of the film commissions’ purpose, contribution, significance, effect and problems dealt
with by various stakeholders such as the film commissioner, film crews, central government
officers, economic experts, and scholars. In this critical discourse analysis, it became clear that (1)
the film commissions’ rushed establishment at the beginning of this decade has a background of
reductions both of public construction work and local economies, and motivation to get inbound
money by attracting tourists thorough screen tourism promotion, (2) some of the rushed film
commissions have no know-how, skills and talent to help make films smoothly and effectively, (3)
there are some film commissions which cannot play the essential role of good helper and partner
to make high quality films, which is a prerequisite to success of screen tourism for local economy
revitalization, (4) even in scholar’s studies dealing with the film commissions’ role, although most
of them look at only the film commissions’ contributions to local economy revitalization through
screen tourism, there are few that refer to the point of the film commissions’ essential role of
contributing to making high quality films and developing an audience which loves film and attends

cinemas, as a prerequisite to the success of screen tourism.
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Development of Regional Tourism, Audience Development, Community Development,
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