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African Folk Dances Performed in Japanese Theaters

ENDO Yasuko *
MATSUDA Hiroshi **

Abstract: We have conducted fieldwork regarding African folk dances and presented our research
in both Japan and Africa. Considering that Japanese audiences have few opportunities to be
directly exposed to African folk dances, we set up a volunteer organization named the Aethiops
Art Japan Committee to introduce African dances to Japanese audiences by holding public
performances in Japan. Its objectives are to 1) introduce the cultural diversity Africa enjoys to
Japanese people; 2) help facilitate international cultural exchange, mutual understanding, and
peaceful and friendly relations between Africa and Japan; and 3) contribute to revitalizing African
folk dances. We organized events with the key concept of providing “firsthand experience with
African dances” — or see, know and experience African dances and the sociocultural background
behind such dances. This paper examined Ethiopian, Kenyan and Tanzanian folk dances
performed in Japanese theaters. As a result, it was found that Japanese people’s exposure —
listening, watching and feeling — to African dance and music performances has helped promote
international cultural exchanges, mutual understanding, and peaceful and friendly relations

between Africa and Japan.

Keywords: Africa, folk dances, theater, performance
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