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Essay on the differentiation in rugby during the second half of
the 20th century in regard to the treatment of defector seen
in the clauses related to reinstatement

MATSUSHIMA Tsuyoshi *

Abstract: Rugby, which originally in England, is a sport that has spread widely to many parts of
the world through its association with similar types of football, such as rugby league football.
International Rugby Board was the transnational constitution that governed this sport worldwide,
and declared open-professionalization of rugby by having abolished the regulations related to
amateurism in 1995. This essay is an attempt to examine, in rugby during the second half of the
20th century, the meaning of the treatment experienced by new rugby players coming from the
rugby league through the analysis of the creation and changes of amateur regulations, especially
the clauses related to player reinstatement. The following facts became clear as a result of this
study. Firstly, we show that the clauses of player reinstatement were a response to the danger of
damage or disruption of the game regarding the inevitable aspects of commercialization and
professionalization. Secondly, in case of player reinstatement, the former defectors are stigmatized
as being the most unlikely to become rugby leaders. In other words, this reveals that, in the
International Rugby Board, a player who has stopped playing rugby to turn to league rugby

during his career is considered to be inappropriate as a rugby leader.

Keywords: International rugby board, Regulations related to amateurism, Rugby league football,
defect
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