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Inochi no Kyoiku for the Apparatus of ‘Discipline’ on Organ Donation?:
The Analysis of Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go and the ‘Failure’
of a Certain Teaching Practice Concerning Pig Slaughter

OTANI Izumi *

Abstract: The revision of Organ Transplantation Law in 2009, which allows brain-dead people
including children under age 15 to be an organ donor with the family’s consent, creates an
expectation for death education and bioethics education to children, while movies and TV dramas
featuring organ transplantation attract people. The purpose of this paper is to clarify a hope of
education that overcomes asymmetric relations in education, furthermore, a hope of
reconstruction of bioethics, by the analysis of Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go and the ‘failure’
of Kuroda Yasufumi’s teaching practice concerning pig slaughter. The slogan of ‘gift of life’ for the
enlightenment and promotion of brain death and organ transplantation is related to a certain
Inochi no Kyoiku (Japanese death education), which teaches respect for life by the activities of
slaughter, in the context of ecosystems and the food chain. Its packaged knowledge, experience
and moving ‘narrative’ functions as the apparatus of ‘discipline on organ donation’ under the
reflexivity of knowledge. On the other hand, Kazuo Ishiguro’s novel Never Let Me Go and its
screen version clarified that transplantation therapy divides human beings into two classes, one
which should be kept alive, the other expected to endure dying and sacrifice, using as a fictional
setting where clones created and raised only as organ donors, and their despair and resignation
about being domesticated for donation, revealing the inhumanity of a social system that
rationalizes human desire. Kuroda Yasufumi kept a pig with schoolchildren in their classroom for
three years in preparation for slaughter, in order to teach the value of food and respect for life. In
spite of his aim, the children named the pig P-chan, and wanted to keep him alive, not to be
slaughtered, through heated discussions before leaving their primary school. Finally, this teaching
practice ended with the teacher deciding to send P-chan to a meat processing plant. Thus, it
seemed to be a ‘failure,” but the children’s unexpected words overwhelmed the teacher. The
author concludes that we can find a hope of education that overcomes its violence, furthermore,

a hope of reconstruction of bioethics through these two analyses.

Keywords: Inochi no Kyoiku, death education, bioethics education, the enlightenment of

transplantation therapy, packaged knowledge, reflexivity of knowledge
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