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The relationship between educational stratification and a sense
of income inequality, social participation,
and the structure of social networks

NAKAI Miki *
MATSUI Shinichi **
TAKAKURA Hiroshi ** *
TAKEUCHI Maki ****

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to examine how people’s positions within the educational
stratification are related to a sense of income inequality, social participation, and the structure of
social networks. We analyze survey data of 1073 men and women aged between 20 and 65 living
in the Kinki region, collected in 2010. The results show that highly educated people indicate a
higher level of income satisfaction, while indicating lower sense of income inequality. Moreover,
the highly educated tend to participate in group activities and self-improvement activities. They
also have expansive social networks. Our findings suggest that one’s position in the educational
stratification in Japan decides not only occupational position but also the examples of daily lives

given above.
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