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Reviewing the Keihoku Project as a fieldwork-based education program:
Its significance, agendas and contributions for service-learning
as well as for rural development

KAGEI Mitsuru *, TAKASHIMA Masaharu *

Abstract: The Keihoku Project is a unique educational programme for rural development. In this
project, the College of Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University in Kyoto, has been associated with
the Kyoto-based Non-Profit Organization (NPO) “The Frontier Society” since 2007. Keihoku is a
rural area in the northern part of Ukyo Ward, Kyoto city. In this project, with assistance from that
NPO under a formal and comprehensive University-NPO partnership, university students
experience agricultural work, in particular, growing soybeans. Using these soybeans they then
make natto, a Japanese traditional rural dish. In this article, we outline, then review, this
educational programme. In doing so, we argue that this programme has some obvious problems,
but in terms of the educational-programmatic development, especially, of “service-learning”
through “active learning (i.e., learning by activities)” & “cross-over (i.e., trans-disciplinary)

learning”, this programme has an interesting significance as an emergent social innovation.

Keywords: university’s social/local collaboration, service learning, active learning, cross-over

learning, social innovation, fieldwork
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