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Censuses of Population and Commoners’ Migration in the mid-17th
Century : Estimation of the age of the Sendai Clan’s
early register “Ninzu-aratame-cho”

ONODERA Tsuyoshi *
TAKAGI Masao **

Abstract: How far does census-taking of population data by the powerful date back, and what was
the purpose of the earliest census? In 453 BC, the Roman Republic started appointing censors to
conduct a census every five years. The purposes of the census were to grasp the number of those
with citizenship (men aged 17 and over), investigate the wealth of citizens and enforce discipline.
Such ancient census documents from Livy (59BC-17AD) provide us with population records
covering some 40 years out of about 550 years from the Roman Republic to the early Roman
Empire (after 27 BC). In the East Asian context, a population register created in 416 AD still
exists in China, and in Japan there is a family register prepared in 702 AD. The purpose of the
former (in the Eastern Jin Dynasty) was to grasp the population of villagers and soldiers. The
objective of the latter was to conduct a resident survey and enlist men into military forces, based
on the Asuka Kiyomihara Code, a collection of governing rules compiled in 689 AD (during the
Nara Period). About 900 years later, in the early modern period, censuses (Ninbetsu-aratame)
were conducted for the purpose of conscription. Their purpose changed over time to that of
implementing economic and social policies. For instance, registers (Ninbetsu-aratame-cho) were
created by Hosokawa, feudal lord of the Buzen Province in October 1609, and by Date, a feudal
lord of the Mutsu Province in May 1645. However, the whereabouts of the register compiled by
Date has remained unknown, making it difficult to confirm whether it was the original or a copy.
From 1958 to 2000, it was unclear whether it was in fact the Sendai Clan’s oldest register. In 2001,
however, additional historical materials were discovered. This discovery provided us with a
valuable opportunity to review a widely accepted opinion. Based on those newly discovered
historical materials and related data, we attempted to re-estimate the age of compilation of an
early register. As a result, we concluded that another register was created by the Sendai Clan in

1643, two years earlier than widely accepted.
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