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Note
Social Studies Classes Considering the “Way of Working”

NAKANISHI Hitoshi *

Abstract: It has been widely accepted that incidents and accidents caused by companies are not
accidental and that the outbreak of such incidents or accidents are closely associated with the way
business organizations are managed and the way excessively well-adjusted employees work. Social
studies is a subject that helps students enhance their awareness of society and social issues, and
it is necessary to develop educational materials that facilitate students’ structural understanding of
issues facing modern society. Given the current situation where various corporate scandals have
come to light, it is necessary to conduct social studies classes that discuss incidents or accidents
caused by companies, focusing on such companies’ organizational climate and other aspects, as
well as the way individual employees work. However, few social studies classes have been
designed in this way, and few educational materials have been developed for such purposes. To
explore these issues, this paper takes Minamata disease as one example of the tragic incidents
caused by companies, and proposes the design of a social studies class that encourages students’
understanding of what caused the spread of the disease, by focusing on the organizational climate
of Chisso Corporation, which was responsible for the disease, and the way its employees had been

working in those days.

Keywords: social studies, learning about social issues, career education, organizational climate,

way of working, Minamata disease
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