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A Shift from Stereotyped Learning to Opportunity-oriented Learning :
Searching for an Educational Relationship
in which Learners are Fostered

NAKAYAMA Kazuki *

Abstract: In the context of massification of higher education today, the idea that “learners are
consumers” has prevailed due partly to the effects of the current consumer society. Under a
schooled society, moreover, learning subjects have been increasingly institutionalized. With the
massification of higher education and a drastic change in the positioning of education in society,
uncertainties about the educational relationship between teaching and learning have become
increasingly apparent. In response to these circumstances, educators are expected to reconstruct
the higher education activities that have undergone a shift toward massification, by initiating and
promoting “unlearning” - activity to gain metacognition about learning — and by regaining
educational relevance to society. It is also necessary for educators to make school knowledge
more rational and sensible by creating a world based on a teaching-learning relationship befitting

the massification of higher education and underpinning life knowledge.

Keywords: learning relevance, unlearning, life knowledge, the massification of higher education
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