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Advent of “Radiko” Service and Transformation of
the Meaning of Carrying a Radio Around

SAKATA Kenji *

Abstract: In 2010, “radiko,” a service simulcasting radio programs on the Internet, was launched
in Japan. A major characteristic of this service is that it allows users to listen to radio broadcasts
on smartphones as well as on the Internet. This simulcast radio service has not only provided
listeners with an entirely new listening environment but has also brought about changes to radio
itself. Since the introduction of the radio, for instance, people have long wished to carry it around
with them, and this desire was first satisfied by the invention of the transistor radio. However, it
can be said that this wish was realized, in a true sense, by the development of the smartphone
radiko application. Radiko has not only enabled flexible mobility of radio receivers or a radio
receiving environment. It also means that the radio has lost its physical form through installation
of the function of radio reception in a cellular phone, thereby promoting the ubiquity of the radio.
What changes has this led to in the behavior and meaning of “carrying a radio around”? This
paper examines the changes in radio brought about by the advent of radiko, with a focus on the

behavior of “carrying a radio around” and the transformation of its meaning.

Keywords: radio, radiko, mobile, carrying around, transformation of meaning, smartphone, cellular

phone
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