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Considering the Significance of Watching the Tokyo Olympics
via Taiwanese TV Broadcasts for the People of Yonaguni Island :
Multilevel nationalistic sentiment concerning the Tokyo Olympics

SAKATA Kenji *

Abstract: This paper attempts to define a clear relationship between the live television broadcast
of the Tokyo Olympic Games, which was held in 1964 as a symbol of Japan’s postwar rise, and
nationalistic sentiment, by comparing TV watching attitudes in three areas: Japan’s mainland, and
Okinawa and Yonaguni Islands, both of which had not yet been returned to Japan at the time. The
1964 Tokyo Summer Olympics not only marked Japan’s first full-scale live TV broadcast, but also
served as an event closely linked to the mass media as the games were broadcast in North
America by satellite and their video summaries were aired on TV around the world. In Japan, TV
viewing of the Tokyo Olympics generated different phases of nationalistic sentiment in different
areas: Japan’s mainland at the height of economic growth; Okinawa in the middle of arguments
about its reversion to Japanese administration, where people were able to watch a live broadcast
the Olympic Games by satellite; and Yonaguni Island, which was also under U.S. occupation and

was receiving TV broadcasts from Taiwan in private.

Keywords: Tokyo Olympics, TV broadcast, Okinawa under U.S. occupation, nationalistic

sentiment, media event
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