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A Study of Teaching Japanese History :
An Analysis of the Course of Study for
Social Studies in the Elementary School 1951 and the Textbook

KAKUDA Masashi *

Abstract: What kind of style in teaching history is meaningful for children living in present-day?
What kind of viewpoint is useful to look back upon Japanese history in social studies classes in
the 6th grade of elementary school?

This research aims to approach these questions by analyzing the textbook and the course of
study 1951 (tentative plan) for social studies in elementary schools based on a problem-solving
principle which places importance on children’s awareness of issues and solutions to such issues.
It aims at an education for children, that is actually practiced, therefore, it is a very interesting
curriculum in the history of education in Japan.

The course of study 1951 and the textbook which were analyzed in this research enable
children to look back upon Japanese history from a democratic viewpoint. It seems that children
were able to understand the features of the political actions performed in the past Japanese
society by analyzing the politics in each time from the viewpoint of a “beneficiary” It was expected
that children would understand the democratic principle that “political actions should be
performed for people’s happiness”, and that this would promote good citizenship suitable for
democratic society by analyzing the extent that “politics for people’s happiness” has been realized
in the past Japanese society.

The teaching of Japanese history in present Japan forces children to simply memorize facts,
therefore it is not interesting to them. The style of teaching Japanese history that was clarified in

this research is meaningful for children, and presents a useful style of teaching even now.

Keywords: The Course of Study in the Elementary School 1951 (tentative plan), Social Studies in
the Elementary School, Teaching Japanese History, Citizenship
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