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Digital Recording and Analysis of Ghanaian Dance

ENDO Yasuko ', AIHARA Susumu ', HACHIMURA Kozaburo ', TAKAHASHI Kyoko

Abstract : The purpose of this research project is to explore how traditional dances have been handed down
in present-day Ghana and to identify the characteristics of such dances. The research is significant in
gaining an overview of Ghanaian dances and deeper understanding of dance in Ghana today.

Ghanaian dances have been passed down from one generation to the next within local communities. In
recent years opportunities for local people to perform Ghanaian dances have diminished, partly because of
the influences of Western culture, and private dance companies now play an important role in preserving
traditional dances.

For this research, three dances, Bamaya performed in the northern, Fonton from in the mid-western and
Sokode in the southern parts of Ghana were selected and digitally recorded using a motion-capture system
to analyze their characteristics (especially speed and angular variations of shoulder and hip movements).
Based on the results of this analysis, a survey was conducted interviewing local dancer. As a result, analysis
revealed the fundamental characteristics of dance movements, and the interviews contributed to much better
understanding of desired movements and the characteristic movements of Ghanaian dances. It was also
found that for the evaluation of dance movements, it is necessary to interview the dancers who participate in

the research project.

Keywords : Ghana, Dance, Motion Capture, Transmission, Characteristic of dance

i Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University

ii Parttime lecturer, Ritsumeikan University

iii Professor, College of Information Science and Engineering, Ritsumeikan University
iv Associate Professor, Faculty of Literature, Ferris University



