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The Application of Bourdieu’s Field Concept to Semiology of Sub Cultures :

Differentiation of Symbolic Structures.
HIRAISHI Takashi '

Abstract : This paper discusses the field concept of Pierre Bourdieu, especially the dynamics of the field
through symbolic systems and the application of this concept to the research of subcultures; popular
culture, Manga, music, etc. Many researches on subculture have discussed the autonomy of subculture from
a viewpoint of symbolic systems created by agents in subculture. But, the analysis of subculture which
treats symbolic systems of subculture as independent from that of main culture tends to ignore its relations
of power with main culture. Bourdieu’s field concept gives explanations of this relations of power, analyzing
relations between the global social field and differentiated fields. Articulating the field concept with
semiological approach, we can think about the process in which basic symbolic systems (e.g. Langue as
Saussure says) differentiate into particular symbolic systems shared by agents in a particular field. The
relations of different symbolic systems in social field function as the dynamics inter different fields. And this
dynamics is determined by social and educational conditions of the production of agents. This dynamics

functions through symbolic struggle between agents, which is mediated by symbolic systems.

Keywords : Bourdieu, differentiation, field, symbolic power, semiology, subculture
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