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Financial Situations and Labor Relations at the Big Three Automakers
During the Last Stage of the High Economic Growth Era

OHNO Takeshi '

Abstract : This article analyzes relations between auto sales, financial situations, and labor relations at the
“big three” automakers from 1970 through 1973. This article shows that during the high economic growth
era, the big three and the UAW regarded sales declines as cyclical downswings and as a result of this, UAW
succeeded in achieving major economic gains even in conditions of economic downturn. This was the case
with bargaining in 1970. Moreover, UAW succeeded in making some progress in regard to Quality of
Working Life in addition to a moderate wage hike in 1973. This situation would change after 1973.

This article also explains 30-and-out (an early retirement system), paid holidays, and voluntary overtime at

the big three during the early 1970s.

Keywords : Automobile Industry in the United States, General Motors, GM, Ford, Chrysler, Big Three,
UAW, Labor Relations, Labor Contract, Collective Bargaining
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