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Consideration of the “Nishijin Brocade” Course Unit Introduced
by Tokio Nagata

NAKANISHI Hitoshi '

Abstract : In 1953, Tokio Nagata introduced “Nishijin brocade” as a course unit in the subject of social
studies (in the fifth grade) at Nissho Elementary School in Kyoto, which has been widely regarded as a
typical case of problem-solving learning focused on local community and children’s everyday reality.
However, if the term “local community” is considered from the perspective of the reality of children’s
everyday life, it should be indicated that the district of Nissho Elementary School in the center of Kyoto
City, in which Nagata implemented the education program, is geographically distinct from the area of
Nishijin located in the northwest of central Kyoto. Given this perspective, I would have to say that I feel a
certain awkwardness about the view that Nagata’s educational approach is deeply related to local community
and children’s everyday reality.

After reviewing the practice records of the “Nishijin brocade” course unit, related documents and
materials, and specific facts behind the implementation of the course unit, this study clarified that the
course unit implemented by Nagata was a unique course unit tilted toward the structural understanding of
a conceptual social issue, rather than a typical problem-solving learning focused on a compelling social issue
deeply related to local community and children’s everyday reality.For this study, historical and social study
approaches, in addition to the approaches taken in earlier research into social studies classes, were taken to
examine social background factors behind the implementation of the Nishijin brocade course unit, a true
picture of children’s lives, and the characteristics of teachers through specific facts. Based on those study
findings, this paper proposes how research should be conducted concerning class practice, which is often

called a “social studies class heritage.”

Keywords : early social studies, problem-solving learning, “Nishijin brocade” course unit, Tokio Nagata
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