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Escalating Process Analysis of Social Reaction in Social Problems

OHSAWA Takuya '

Abstract : The objective of this paper is indicative of an escalating process in the “Otsu bullying problem”
as a social reaction. Therefore I considered the escalation model in conflict as proposed by Randall Collins,
constructed and validated it to apply to a bullying problem, and I used this model for an analysis frame.
On this occasion, I used newspaper data concerning the “Otsu bullying problem.” The model that this
article submits is first, that the escalating model in bullying problem creates “emotional energy” by feedback
loop between four components (“bullying problem,” “negative feelings,” “attaching action,” “position
polarization”) among people. This process is the “emotional process.” Consequently I especially considered
the incentives of interactive actors in the “Otsu bullying problem” and interpreted the newspaper articles.
Second, during the process of numbers of participants and resources, mass media was important as being
indicated by Joel Best, and this motive power was the “emotional energy”. I indicated this mobilizing
material resource process by the number of cases of news reports. The turning point was on the 4™ of July,

because of coverage of the bullying victim who committed suicide.

Keywords : Randall Collins, escalation, negative feelings, Otsu bullying problem, mass media
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