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SEBRPESERE Rtk (BRS04 2 77)

% 2 Grades of hearing impairment

Grade of impairment

Corresponding
audiometric ISO value

Performance

Recommendations

0-No impairment

25 dB or better

(better ear)

No or very slight hearing problems.
Able to hear whispers.

26-40 dB Able to h d t word
1-Slight impairment et . car an rep.ea words Counselling. Hearing aids may be needed.
(better ear) spoken in normal voice at 1 metre.
2-Moderate 41-60 dB Able to hear and repeat words . .
. . . . K Hearing aids usually recommended.
impairment (better ear) spoken in raised voice at 1 metre.

3-Severe impairment

61-80 dB

(better ear)

Able to hear some words when
shouted into better ear.

Hearing aids needed. If no hearing aids
available, lip-reading and signing should
be taught.

4-Profound impairment
including deafness

81 dB or greater

(better ear)

Unable to hear and understand
even a shouted voice.

Hearing aids may help understanding
words. Additional rehabilitation needed.
Lip-reading and sometimes signing essential.

Grades 2, 3 and 4 are classified as disabling hearing impairment.
The audiometric ISO values are averages of values at 500, 1000, 2000, 4000 Hz.
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Assistance to People who are Hard of Hearing :

The probrem of hearing and deafness
NISHIDA Akiko '

Abstract : This article attempts to organize assistance to people who have difficulty in hearing properly. The
actual condition of such people’s sonority and required support is clarified. Some prefectures have enacted
sign language regulations in recent years. Sign language and sign language interpreting have attracted
attention. However, sign language and sign language does not have enough support. Especially people
described as “hard of hearing” have various states, with multilayered needs. However, in spite of this we are
unable to measure their difficulty by the degree of hearing loss. In this article, interviews with people who
are hard of hearing reveal their wide variety and their multilayered requirements, the actual conditions of
social welfare services, such as use of hearing-aids and everyday life tools, the abstract note-taking system
which is not yet fully established, and the social movement of associations of people who are hard of
hearing, and proper assistance to such people with various needs is clarified. This article proposes that it is
essential to consider the comprehensive concept of “communication assistance” as described in the Persons

with Disabilities Act for the support of people with hearing disabilities.

Keywords : hard of hearing, hearing disability, deaf, communication assistance
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