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What Kind of Image of Society did Durkheim’s Sociology Try to Portray? :

Rereading of “Rules of sociological method” (1)
KAGEI Mitsuru :

Abstract : Durkheim’s project to establish positivistic sociology was not made from purely academic desire
or necessity, but was his response, as a social thinker, to the unstable social and historical situation of
France in late 19" century. So Durkheim’s sociological theory is a work which was born from his thought as
a social thinker. In this paper I intend to reread the “Rules of sociological method” from this perspective.
And then, I will reveal that the category of “fait social” posited, in parallel with his presentation of method of
recognition in positivistic-sociology, as a object of positivistic-sociological recognition, was neither a faithful
replication nor selective construct but Durkheim’s unique image of society sketched as a fact which
“should” exist. Further, I will make clear that the characteristic of this unique image of society consists in
the fact that it portrayed, in the center of the image of society, the generation theory of production by
“group” or “collective life”, and therefore has a three dimensional structure. Finally, I will point out that we
need to discard chemical analogies used for “fait social”, obtain the recognition and representation

appropriate for sociology, and refine this image of society, to fertilize Durkheim’s sociology as social thought.

Keywords : manner of collective existence, general condition of collective life, association, internal social

environment, Montesquieu, moral density, covariant method, collective consciousness
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