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The Historical Development of Population Problems
and Family Policy in France :
Focusing on the Period before the First World War (Part I)

FUKASAWA Atsushi |

Abstract : The total fertility in France began to fall from the middle of the eighteenth century and the rate
of aged persons above 65 years old reached 7% in 1864, the earliest occurrence of this in the world.
Therefore, the questions of scarcity of children and depopulation continued to be probably the social
problems that attracted the most interest within this nation. Especially after the defeat of the Franco-
Prussian War in 1870, the mentality known as ‘obsession démographique (demographic obsession)’ has
prevailed largely among the people and this obsession seems have not been completely eradicated even
though fertility constantly exceeds 2 points today.

This article aims to elucidate firstly why such a scarcity of children and such a decline of fertility
occurred so early in France, secondly how there developed in the late nineteenth century a current in
France called ‘natalisme républicain (republican pronatalism)’ which differs from the familist current of
Catholicism. Lastly it attempts to clarify the characteristics of French Neo-Malthusianism which occurred
against these two currents with the shocking slogan of ‘Greve des ventres (wombs strike)’, to what extent it
prevailed especially among working classes, and what kinds of attitude has expressed French feminism in

regard to this Neo-Malthusianism.

Keywords : demographic formula, depopulation, populationism, inheritance by equal distribution, republican

pronatalism, wombs strike, Neo-Malthusianism, feminism
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